Glossary of Terms and Acronyms

Anogenital – of or relating to the genitals and anus.
CA-SANE – a certification awarded by the OAG to registered nurses who have completed the didactic, clinical and courtroom observation requirements to become a certified Adult/Adolescent Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner.
Cervix – the lower, narrow portion of the uterus that connects to the vagina.
Child Abuse Pediatrician (CAP) – a pediatrician with specialized training and certification in child abuse pediatrics.
CP-SANE – a certification awarded by the OAG to registered nurses who have completed the didactic, clinical and courtroom observation requirements to become a certified Pediatric Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner.
CVC – Crime Victims’ Compensation; a program created by the Texas Legislature in 1979 under the Crime Victims' Compensation Act and administered by the Office of the Attorney General (OAG) to provide financial assistance to victims and their families for crime-related expenses that cannot be reimbursed by insurance or other sources.  
Coagulation screen – a screening test for abnormal blood clotting that examines the factors most often associated with a bleeding problem.  The test requires a blood draw and may be requested by a medical provider if there is a concern about easy bruising or bleeding.
Colposcope – a magnifying instrument designed to facilitate visual inspection of the vulva, vagina, cervix, and anal area.
Colposcopy – a medical procedure in which a medical professional examines an illuminated, enlarged view of the vulva, vagina, cervix and anal area using a colposcope. 
External genitals/genitalia – in female anatomy, the structures of the vulva; in male anatomy, the penis and scrotum.
[bookmark: _GoBack]FACN – Forensic Assessment Center Network; a program managed by the University of Texas Health Science Center-Houston that provides 24-hour medical expertise to Child Protective Services (CPS) investigators working in underserved areas of the state via a statewide toll-free number and a web-based system.  (See www.facntx.org.)
Failure to Thrive (FTT) – a term used to describe insufficient weight gain or having a weight that is significantly lower than expected.
Forensic Nurse Examiner (FNE) – a general term to describe a nurse who conducts forensic examinations.
Frog leg position – a position used in sexual abuse forensic medical evaluations in which the patient lays on their back with their knees bent apart and the soles of their feet placed together.
Hymen – in female anatomy, the membrane or rim of tissue that surrounds or partially covers the external vaginal opening.
IAFN – International Association of Forensic Nurses; an international membership organization comprised of forensic nurses and other professionals who support and compliment the work of forensic nursing.  This organization provides training to registered nurses seeking certification as a sexual assault nurse examiner. 
Internal female genitals/genitalia – the vagina, cervix, uterus, fallopian tubes, and ovaries.
Labia – in female anatomy, the thin inner (minora) and fleshy outer (majora) folds or “lips” of the vulva on each side of the opening to the vagina.
Lithotomy position – a position used in sexual abuse medical evaluations in which the patient lays on their back with their knees apart and their feet elevated above or positioned at the same level of the hips, often in stirrups.
MEDCARES - Texas Medical Child Abuse Resources and Education System; a grant program administered by the Texas Department of State Health Services that helps fund child abuse examination facilities at children’s hospitals, regional hospitals, and academic medical centers.
OAG – Office of the Attorney General.
Penis – in male anatomy, the external sex organ consisting of the urethra, glans, coronal ridge, and penile shaft.
Perineal – of or relating to the perineum.
Perineum – in female anatomy, the area between the vulva and anus; in male anatomy, the area between the scrotum and anus.
Plan B One-Step ® – the brand name for a medication taken orally, which is designed to reduce the chances of pregnancy if taken as soon as possible after intercourse, within 72 hours; also referred to as the “morning-after pill.”
Post-pubertal – occurring or being in the period following puberty.
Post-pubescent – occurring or being in the period following puberty.
Pre-pubertal – before the onset of puberty.
Prepubescent – before the onset of puberty.
Prone knee-chest position – a position used in sexual abuse medical evaluations in which the patient is face-down on the table with knees bent, buttocks raised up, and back swayed inwards.
Prone position – a position in which the patient is laying face-down.
Prophylactic – a medicine or treatment used to prevent disease.
Prophylaxis – the concept of taking measures to prevent a disease; often used to describe the act of a medical provider prescribing medications to a sexual assault victim to reduce the likelihood of contracting a sexually transmitted disease or infection.
Pubertal – at or approaching the age of puberty.
Puberty – the period during which adolescents reach sexual maturity and become capable of reproducing.
Pubescent – at or approaching the age of puberty.
RN – a registered nurse.
Sexual Assault Forensic Medical Exam – a medical evaluation of a victim who has made an outcry or report of sexual assault or sexual abuse, which is completed by a qualified medical professional for the purposes of evaluation for and treatment of trauma, possible exposure to infection, referral to counseling and follow-up medical care, and collection of evidence.
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) – A registered nurse (RN) who has been specifically trained to provide comprehensive care to sexual assault survivors, show compassion and sensitivity to survivors of sexual assault, and provide effective courtroom testimony.
Scrotum – in male anatomy, the sac located behind the penis that contains the testicles.
Skeletal survey – a series of X-rays of all of the bones in the body.
STD/STI – Sexually transmitted disease / sexually transmitted infection.
Supine knee-chest position – a position used in sexual abuse medical evaluations in which the patient is face-up on the table with knees bent and brought to the chest.
Supine position – a position in which the patient is laying face up on his or her back.
Testicles – in male anatomy, the two egg-shaped external organs contained within the scrotum that produce sperm and male hormones.
Vagina – in female anatomy, the canal that extends from the uterus to the external genitalia.
Venipuncture – the puncture of a vein for the purposes of withdrawing blood or administering fluids or medications.
Vulva – in female anatomy, the external genitalia.






Note: The explanations contained in this glossary are intended to clarify the meaning of terms frequently used in discussions of child abuse and sexual assault forensic medical evaluations and are not intended for use beyond that scope. Explanations were adapted from definitions provided by the following sources:
	· Medical provider partners
	· MedicineNet.com

	· HealthEngine.com
	· Medline Plus

	· Google Dictionary
	· Merriam-Webster Online



