VOCA Legislative Talking Points

If your Legislators ask about VOCA, you can use the below talking points. Do not introduce this topic yourself.
· There are strict federal regulations against using federal funds to supplant things currently paid for with state dollars. 
· Congress intended for VOCA to be used to increase the level of services for victims of crime, which has become critically important for CACs. We are serving 49% more children than 5 years ago. We have seen tremendous growth of the model in the state – 6 additional accredited CACs and 15 additional counties in the last 5 years. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]We have worked to diversify our funding, and being able to show strong state and federal support is a vote of confidence with leveraging private funders. 
