SIG

of child a

Below are indicators of child abuse that can include but are not limited to these signs. Some signs that a child is experiencing violence or abuse are
more obvious than others. Trust your instincts. Suspected abuse is enough of a reason to contact the authorities. You do not need proof.

may have frequent night-
and as a result may appear

Unexplained injuries.
unexplamed burns or

used and neglected children
resent as consistently dirty

abused may exhibit overly sexualized behavior or use explicit sexu-
al language.

lead to changes in a child’s eaﬂting behaviors, which may result
weight gain or weight loss.
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If a child outcries:
DO: ‘ .

® Remain calm. ® Panicor overreact.

® Believe the child. ® Press the child to talk.

® Allow the child to talk. ® Promise anything you can’t control.
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® Show interest and concern. ® Confront the offender.
® Reassure and support the child. ® Blame or minimize the child’s feelings.

® Take action. It could save a child’s life. ® Overwhelm the child with questions.

Remember, you are obligated by law to report suspected child abuse.

If you suspect a child is in immediate danger, call 911. In West
Virginia, call the abuse and neglect hotline at 800.352.6513. Visit
www.wvcan.org for a list of resources.

One with Courage is the West Virginia Child About your local CAC ...
Advocacy Network’s statewide initiative

centered around the courage it takes to talk

about child abuse. As the state’s coalition of

Children’s Advocacy Centers, our goal each

and every day is to change the way West

Virginia responds to child abuse. You can

help—learn the signs, share this infor-

mation, and be the One with Courage to

make a difference.
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